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To help you keep your vehicle looking its best and preserve the longevity 
of the applied products we have listed some maintenance tips & 
considerations below: 
 
Hand car washes: 
 

• Quick solution wash stations use harsh chemicals to dissolve dirt 
and grime fast that over a short period of time cause damage to all 
exterior surfaces and will strip the products that have been applied 
to protect your vehicle.  

• They use the same dirty water and wash media for several vehicles 
that inevitably drags grit, dirt & grime along your paint in an 
abrasive manner.  

• Drying techniques can also result in abrasion to exterior surfaces, 
the most common is random deep scratch’s caused by drying 
blades. 

 
Fuel Station Jet washes: 
 

• A chemical known as TFR (traffic film remover) is present in 
the shampoo/pre wash option at jet wash stations, this chemical 
is designed to quickly remove dirt, and is harsh and caustic 
which in simple terms can cause corrosion. 

• The Jet wash may be beneficial if there is a water/rinse only 
option for removing road salt in winter or removing excess crud 
from the lower section of the vehicle.  
 

Deluxe Detailing recommends using safe wash techniques to maintain the 
finish, preserve the protection and prevent or minimise paint defects.  
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Safe Wash Technique: 
 

• Start with the wheels, this ensures that no debris goes onto a clean 
vehicle. Pre rinse the wheels and arches with a pressure washer to 
remove excess dirt. Use a suitable cleaner (if wheels have been 
protected, car shampoo is sufficient) that isn’t acidic to spray onto 
the wheels and arches, leave to dwell then agitate with various size 
brushes/mitts before rinsing with clean water. Repeat if necessary 
until all brake dust is removed. 

• Pre Rinse the vehicle with a pressure washer preferably using a 
snowfoam lance to remove excess dirt. Using two buckets 
preferably with grit guards one with just clean water the other with 
a ph neutral car shampoo and clean water & either a lambswool/ 
microfiber wash mitt (don’t use a silicone based sponge) proceed 
to wash the vehicle from the top working your way round the 
vehicle before washing a lower section, at each point before 
applying more car shampoo to your wash media rinse it out in the 
bucket of clean water, this small but important step ensures NO dirt 
goes into the soap solution and prevents it from being dragged 
across the vehicle surface. Once completed power wash to remove 
soap solution. Using a open ended hose sheet the water over the 
vehicle before drying. 

• Using a drying towel (not a chamois leather these should only be 
used for glass) pat dry the vehicle to remove water spots, water 
spots shouldn’t be left to dry. 

• At this point a quick detail spray or sealant top up spray may be 
used for that ‘just waxed/sealed’ look and vehicle tyres, rubber 
seals and plastics maybe dressed to help against uv fading & 
damage.  
 
 

Any questions or queries please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
 


